An Introduction to Ancient Nubia

Nubia and Egypt
he Nubian and Egyptian civilizations are the two oldest yet known in Africa. They shared the same river, the Nile, and a common frontier over which contact and interaction ebbed and flowed for thousands of years. Inevitably, Nubian and Egyptian history are closely intertwined, but, in the final analysis, the two civilizations were very different from each other. Both the Nubian world view and modes of cultural expression were always unique, even when Egyptian art, language, and concepts became part of the cultural vocabulary used by the Nubians. Moreover, Nubia was typically the rival, rather than the dependent, of Egypt, as the two powers competed endlessly for territory and trade routes in what I call below the "Lower Nile" river system.
This book is about ancient Nubia, during its Bronze Age (ca. 3000-1000 B.c.) and NapatanMeroitic period (ca. 1000 B.C.-A.D. 350). One point this book makes, with which some scholars would disagree, is that Nubia had a civilization-that is, was in Many important discoveries remain to be made about ancient Nubia, more so than in better-explored Egypt, but the evidence available already suggests many ideas about early Nubian history and culture.
However, current theories disagree in two, most important ways. Was Bronze Age Nubian society tribal and small in scale, or were large-scale chiefdoms and states typical? And was the Napatan-Meroitic kingdom socially complex but weakly structured, or was it more strongly unified than many scholars think?
